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MAJOR SPORTS EVENTS


Tourism South East is the lead partner for Major Events.  Our objective for the project was to host two or three smaller events or one major event.  We decided to aim to attract world renowned disability sporting events.  This offered the opportunity not only for disabled people to compete in events, but raised the profile of disability sport and provided the opportunity for more people to experience disability sport first hand.





One of the events delivered is the Disabled British Open Golf Championships which is a pan-disability amateur golf tournament, providing golfers with a wide range of disabilities the opportunity to compete against each other according to their golf handicaps.





Project aims and achievements


IMPROVED AWARENESS & SKILLS


 Awareness of differing types of disability, and how to cater / adapt for individuals in the context of people’s normal course of duty / work.


Awareness of disability golf, the opportunities within it, and how to cater / adapt for individuals in the context of managing a golf tournament.


VOLUNTEERING


143 volunteers supported the 2010 event of which 30 went gained an NVQ in Event Stewardship and Marketing.  


MEDIA


The TV coverage was part of the our commitment to gaining further exposure for disabled athletes in advance of the 2012 Paralympic Games with golf itself becomes an Olympic sport for the first time in 2016.
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Outcomes and impact


The 2010 event generated over £350,000 of media coverage in national and regional newspapers, golf magazines, online, radio and on national and regional TV.  


Next steps


This project specifically showcases the achievements of disabled athletes through attracting world class major disability events.  Major Events develop confidence, communication and highlight the social model of disability while developing a new audience. The prime time coverage on Sky Sports has generated massive exposure and will have created a fundamental shift in the way society views disability. We believe this transformational event is a major achievement being brand new and created from the ground up with Accentuate funding. 








Personal experience


“The Disabled British Open is a fantastic example of how Britain can stage a world-class event for disabled athletes competing at the highest level. As a nation we should be very proud of the awareness this event has created, and the legacy of opportunities within sport for disabled people”


Jeremy Hunt MP


Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport 





“What makes this event so special is that it allows golfers with a wide range of disabilities to compete on a level playing field”


Neil Bell, BBC South East





“This means everything to me. It’s like a Major to us…. This is my first Major”


Bill West.  Competitor 2010





“This event is the one that gives you the will to just get better and improve yourself.  This is just different to everything else we play”


Tony Lloyd.  Competitor 2010





“To hear that the Disabled British Open Golf Championships has encouraged disabled people to start playing golf for the first time is a wonderful achievement and testament to the spirit of the competitors and will of the organisers...


Maria Miller MP


Minister for Disabled People





Contact


Please contact Lindsey Horton on lhorton@tourismse.com or 07725792407 


Or for further information please visit


www.disabledbritishopen.org/








