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Realise! – Star Helpers Shine in Reaching for Gold Final


On 15 March groups of young entrepreneurs entered Windsor Castle to pitch their ideas for new businesses that would benefit their community. The event was the culmination of this year’s Reaching for Gold (R4G) competition which links business men and women with young people. East Berkshire Education Business Partnership -- one of the Realise delivery organisations -- has been working with one of the groups taking part, the Star Helpers. 





Project aims and achievements


	From September until March the participants have taken part in a series of sessions including: a launch event, developing a business idea, teamwork, communication skills, time management and work experience preparation.


	As part of their R4G preparation the Star Helpers visited a local residential home to trial a bingo activity and survey the residents and managers. 


	One of the aims of Realise and R4G is to impact how businesses engage with deaf and disabled people. One of the mentors, Kathleen Healey, sums up her experience, “I enjoyed it enormously, the group of young people were really fun to work with; full of energy and ideas.”





Outcomes and impact


	EBeBP is working with 24 participants across four special needs school in Berkshire (Arbourvale, Manor Green, Wexham and Bayliss Court)


	A total of 16 work experience placements are being provided by local businesses for Realise participants including international corporations like O2 and Fijitsu. 





Next steps


Realise continues until July therefore the Star Helpers along with the other Realise participants will continue their skills training, work experience and developing their business plans. Events where the groups will be able to share their learning will be scheduled for the summer 2012. 








Personal experience





The four finalist Reaching for Gold groups were selected from a wide range of entries across the south east. Among the groups were the Star Helpers, students from Manor Green School in Maidenhead who are participants in Realise! – an Accentuate and Creative Junction partnership to support disabled young people to develop business and enterprise skills.





Through a piece of live drama and a film outlining their market research and business plan, the Star Helpers unveiled their idea to help older people living in residential homes by providing a range of services from gardening to bingo. The Star Helpers worked with mentors Kathleen Healy from Groundwork Thames Valley and Subha Bhattacharya and Sean Sorohan from PwC. 





This year’s R4G judging panel consisted of Nikki Fox, (a Researcher, Producer, Director), Ian Trenholm (Chief Executive of Royal Borough Windsor & Maidenhead) and Simon Card (the former chair of the Corporate Cabinet). “It was a really tough decision. But if I could say one thing to you all is no matter what the outcome is here tonight to keep going,” said Mr. Card before announcing the results. The Star Helpers’ pitch won 3rd place and £1,000.

















Contact


Christina Pepper


Create Compete Collaborate Programme Leader


e-mail: christina.pepper@creativejunction.org.uk
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